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All Things Olympics!



Chamber's Note

Italcham!

As of last Friday, the greatest international spectacle, the Olympics, have been underway, albeit in
the compromised circumstances mostly imposed by Covid. Fans to have been banned from
stadiums. The majority of Japanese people believed that the event should have been canceled. This
has caused several sponsors, most significantly Toyota, to renege on advertising deals. And then to
add salt to the wounds the show director for the event’s opening ceremony was fired just two days
before the spectacle.    

Nevertheless, there is no denying the extreme intrigue of the event, now that the show is underway.
The Olympics are nothing less than a display of the very strongest, fastest and most nimble people
on the planet. It is a showcase of the merits of competition. As is the case with business, competition
drives excellence and where you find international competition, you find peak excellence.

Needless to say, not only are the Olympics a competition between individuals but also between
countries. One of the key things to watch this year will be the respective medal counts between
China and the USA, who now take their diplomatic and economic differences onto the sporting
stage. Of course, there can be downsides to competition. The banning of Russia from the Olympics
for a mass doping scandal is one example of how people may bend the rules to eke out an
advantage over competitors. What is also unimpressive is the appearance of competition where
there is a lack of competitors. Where there are high barriers to entering a particular sport, like some
of the equestrian events for example, it is less convincing that we are witnessing the very most
talented and instead one is inclined to think they are witnessing those who have been in the right
place at the right time.  

Alongside the opportunity to develop national prestige via competition, it is also a moment that
exhibits enormous international cooperation. Even in the absence of these trying times, an event
involving 206 countries, 11 000 athletes and 339 medal events, broadcast to billions of people is only
made possible in this modern world. The Olympics are thus an exhibit of competition, a combination
of cooperation and coopetition, and indeed this is what delivers such a unique showcase of our
global society. 

It is hard to find a sphere of life where a healthy combination of cooperation and competition will
not drive a better world. Cooperation sets limits to competition and sets a platform within which
people can excel. The Olympics epitomizes what the Chamber stands for. Competition within
cooperation. In promoting international trade we believe in increasing competition, driving
excellence and having more businesses rather than less. It is, however, essential that cooperation,
diplomacy and respect for the rules of the game are at the foundation of any competitive endeavour.

The Ties that Bind

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/07/19/business/toyota-japan-tokyo-olympics-commercials-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-57924885
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/coopetition.asp


After two years of serving as Deputy Secretary-General at the Italian South
African Chamber of Trade and Industries, the time has come for me to close
this amazing experience and say Goodbye.

Since Pamina and I took over the management of the Chamber in 2019, we
have witnessed major changes both in its internal environment as well as
external business landscape. Together with the Team, Pamina and I have
worked tirelessly to develop new ways of working and new services to ensure
that the Chamber remains resilient despite the pandemic, which negatively
affected both the Italian and South African economic landscape. Despite the
difficult situation, we have been successful in enhancing the segmentation of
our membership base and developing new ad hoc services to assist both our
members locally as well as
Italian Companies.

I am extremely proud of how the Chamber has strengthened its relationship
with the Sistema Italia in South Africa and enhanced collaboration with the
Italian South African community, thanks to the SMILE project, supported by
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. The Smile project aims
to Increase prosperity and collaboration in the Italian community.

 I would like to thank all the Italian South African Chamber Members, the
backbone that makes the existence of this organization possible and
meaningful.
 
Thank you for your continuous support! I would like to thank the Board of
Directors for entrusting me with this responsibility and being always
supportive.

I would like to thank Assocamerestero, our governing body in Italy, for being
able to maintain the connection between all the Italian Chambers around
the world, therefore providing a useful platform for the exchange of best
practices.
Assocamerestero has also increased the opportunity for our members to
engage with partners in more than 75 countries.

Last but not least, I would like to thank Pamina for her leadership in taking
the Chamber into new ventures. 

I am sure your creativity and determination will take the Chamber to the next
level. Finally, the Team, my everyday companion in this journey,

 I feel fortunate to have been a part of it for these past two years. It has been a
pleasure working with each one of you, and I wish you all nothing but the
best. I wish Gisella, our New Deputy Secretary-General all the best in her new
position.

Gisella has an extensive experience in South Africa in various sectors from
project management to fundraising and organization of workshops and
events. 

Gisella worked with various South African Universities and Institutions for the
promotion and implementation of Renewable Energy and Waste
management, a much-needed resource to exploit in the Country. I am sure
her contribution to the Chamber will be valuable.

I look forward to keeping in touch and seeing what you all continue to
accomplish!

Grazie a tutti e ci vediamo presto!

Silvia

ARRIVEDERCI

Outgoing DSG - Silvia De Toni 

Incoming DSG - Gisella Reale 



 

10:00
Welcome by President of the EU Chamber
10:05 - 10:50
Presentation on experience of localisation policy in South
Africa
Mr. Peter Attard Montalto, Intellidex Ms. Lauralyn Kaziboni,
DNA Economics, Mr. Peter Leon, Partner & Africa Co-Chair,
Herbert Smith Freehills
10:50 - 11:05
International Experience with local content requirements
Dr. Phillip Lamprecht, Senior Economist, ECIPE
11:05 - 11:15
Localisation and the investment climate - an international
investor's perspective
11:15 - 11:25
Q & A Session/Participation from Virtual Audience
11:25 - 11:30
Final remarks by Cas Coovadia, CEO, BUSA

Localisation Policy OptionsLocalisation Policy Options  
  Learning from Partners and Investors Event Details AgendaLearning from Partners and Investors Event Details Agenda

Sponsors and Partners CommunitySponsors and Partners Community

Present recent research on the impact of
proposed localisation and import
substitution policies, conducted by Intellidex
on behalf of BUSA and Business Leadership
South Africa (BLSA).
Share lessons on the experience of local
content requirements implemented in the
renewable energy and manufacturing
sectors in South Africa.
Highlight relevant experience and lessons
from other countries.
Provide insight into the link between
localisation policy and the investment
climate in South Africa.
Share the experiences of international
investors in South Africa

AGENDAAGENDAOBJECTIVEOBJECTIVE

The EU Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Southern Africa (EU Chamber) and Business Unity
South Africa (BUSA) will co-host an online business seminar on localisation policy. This will include
presentations of recent research from South Africa and internationally on the impact of localisation

and import substitution policies.

REGISTER HERE!

Time: 10:00 - 11:30Date: 4 August 2021

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZN0sR7s3QSuyVt6icq9e2Q

